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I Didn’t Know Cops Did Things Like That! 
 
A delightful story about a young lad whose early impressions are molded 
by a lot of television watching and the psychological ploy common to 
many parents: “…see that policeman over there?  You better be good or 
he’ll take you away.” 
 
During one particular week in the lad’s life, he meets “Officer Friendly” at 
school, witnesses a “cop” assisting schoolmates in need, and eventually 
receives comfort and compassion from a police officer who comes to the 
lad’s aide when he finds himself in an unhappy situation. 
 
The young boy eventually comes to his own conclusion in the matter and 
the results are sure to bring a smile to your lips as it tugs at your 
heartstrings. 
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I didn’t know cops did things like that! 



 

Mostly, they help folks like you and like me. 
I think maybe Dad’s watching too much TV 

20 

 
Kids learn a lot from TV and their pops. 

That’s where I learned everything about cops. 
1



 

On TV cops shoot at least 10 crooks a day! 
They thump on their heads and they haul them away! 

2 

 
I guess I’ll go home and explain to my Dad, 
policemen don’t take away kids who are bad. 

19



 

When he fixed up my arm I thought, “something’s amiss!” 
Who knew that policemen would do things like this? 

18 

 
Dad says I better be good when I play, 

or he’ll call up the cops and they’ll haul me away! 
3



 

So I hide from the cops, wherever I am. 
I don’t want ‘em haulin’ me off to the slam! 

4 

 I braced for a head thump and let out a squeal, 
but he picked up my bike and he straightened the wheel. 

17



 

As my bike and I lay on the street in a pile, 
I noticed the cop walking up with a smile. 

16 

 
Last week this cop who was visiting schools 

came to our classroom and taught us some rules. 
5



 

Officer friendly said “always say NO!” 
to offers of candy from folks we don’t know. 

6 

 It scared me so bad that I slipped off my seat 
and I scraped up my arm when I fell in the street. 

15



 

Today I was riding my bike when a cop 
pulled onto my street and then came to a stop. 

14 

 
I wanted to hide, but I stayed where I sat. 
I never imagined cops did things like that! 
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The Author 
 
During his years in law enforcement, Eric Tackett worked a number of assignments, from 
patrol to major crimes investigation.  One of his favorite assignments was a brief stint as 
“Officer Friendly” at the local grade school.  He still has the “thank you” letters he received 
from the kids he met. 
 
Like many police officers, one of Tackett’s pet peeves was the parent who, upon seeing him in 
uniform in a public place would tell the small child accompanying the parent “You see that cop 
over there?  You better be good, or he’ll take you away.” 
 
Although it may be well intended, that little psychological ploy is believed to plant seeds of fear 
and mistrust of the police that can be counter productive in the long run. 
 
In an attempt to address the situation delicately, and with humor, the author developed the 
concept of this work, eventually creating the story and text as presented in this book. 
 
Mr. Tackett is currently a licensed private investigator specializing in insurance and health 
care fraud investigations (www.tackettassociates.org). He also serves as the director of 
training for the California Investigative Academy, creating anti-fraud training materials and text 
books for the insurance industry, as well as local, state and federal law enforcement agencies. 
You may visit the Academy web site at www.cia-online.org. The California Investigative 
Academy is a California Department of Insurance (CDI) approved Continuing Education (CE) 
provider. 
 
Enlisting the considerable talents of commercial artist Karen Whitfield, he provided her with 
“stick man” drawings of how he envisioned the finished product and Karen produced the 
wonderful visual art contained in these pages.  Karen’s primary art form can be seen at her 
web site www.karenwhitfield.com. 
 
Law enforcement agencies wishing to purchase copies of this work at wholesale discounts 
may contact the publisher at the following: 
 
California Investigative Academy 
18627 Brookhurst Street #191 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
(714) 963-9762

  www.cia-online.org
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I Didn’t Know Cops Did Things Like That! 
 
That will conclude the free preview. 
 
If you would like the full, hardcopy version of this 
book that children love to have read to them 
over and over again, close this window and 
return to the publications page where you 
started, or simply click on the appropriate link: 
 

RETURN TO CIA-ONLINE.ORG
RETURN TO RAMONA71.NET 

 
 

http://www.cia-online.org/publications/pubs_cops.htm
http://www.cia-online.org/publications/pubs_cops.htm
http://www.ramona71.net/bonaminio_memorial_page.htm
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